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CCChhhaaapppttteeerrr   –––   111   
Computer Software 

  

Something to Know 
  
A. Fill in the blanks. 
 

 1. In Machine Language, the programs are written using a series of Binary Digits (1s & 0s). 
 2. High level language makes use of English Words and mathematical Symbols. 
 3. An operating system acts as an interface between the computer hardware and the user. 
 4. ScanDisk is an example of utility software. 
 5. Open Source Initiative is an organization engaged in promoting Open Source Software. 

  

B. Write True or False for the following statements. 
 

 1. Assembly language is a low level language.       TRUE 
 2. Compiler translates a high level language program into machine language line by line.  FALSE 
 3. Computer language are broadly classified into four categories.     FALSE 
 4. Language processors are also known as translator programs.     TRUE 
 5. Specific Purpose Software are very specific in their use.      TRUE 

  

C. Match the Following. 
 

 1. Low Level Language   (a) Disk Cleanup 
 2. Assembly Language   (b) Windows XP 
 3. Utility Software    (c) Mnemonics 
 4. General Purpose Application Software (d) Machine-oriented 
 5. Operating System   (e) MS-Word 

  

Ans.  

 1. Low Level Language   (c) Mnemonics  
 2. Assembly Language   (d) Machine-oriented  
 3. Utility Software    (a) Disk Cleanup 
 4. General Purpose Application Software (e) MS-Word 
 5. Operating System   (b) Windows XP 

  

D. Answer the following questions in brief. 
  

1. Name the two Low Level Language. 
Ans. Name of the two Low Level Languages are: (a) Machine Language and (b) Assembly Language. 

  

2. Give any two examples of High Level Languages. 

   Ans. Two examples of High Level Language are: (a) BASIC and (b) C++. 
 

3. What are Utility Software? 
Ans. Utility Software are designed for the maintenance of the computer system. 

  

4. What is Source Code? 
Ans.  Source Code is the Programming Code that is written in a specific computer language for designing and 

developing software. 
Or 

 The program written in a programming language is called the Source Code. 
  

5. What do you understand by Mnemonics? 
Ans. The operations in the programs are written in the form of short words are called Mnemonics. 

  

E. Answer the following questions. 
  

1. Write a short note on High Level Languages. 
Ans. High Level Languages make use of English words and mathematical symbols for writing programs. It is very 

easy  to learn and write programs in HLLs. The good examples are: LOGO, BASIC, FORTRAN, C, C++, 
JAVA, COBOL etc.  
The programs written in the HLL need to be translated in to the machine language by a translator program like 
Interpreter and Complier. The HLL programs are not machine dependent. It means that a program written in 
one computer can be executed in any other computer without any change.     (Total Words = 86) 

  

2. What are Language Processors? Explain their types in brief. 

   Ans. Language Processors are the translator program which translates the programs written in a programming 

language into a form which the machine understands. 
 It has three types. These are: 



 

 

http://www.alokdighapatna.webs.com/  Page No. 2 

(a) Assembler: It translates an assembly language program in to machine language program. 
(b) Interpreter: It translates a HLL program into machine language program. It reads, interprets and executes 

the HLL program line by line. If any errors occur, it reports the error on the monitor and stops executing 
the remaining program until the error is removed. 

(c) Compiler: It also translates and executes the HLL program into a machine language program. But it reads 
and compile the entire program in one go and then lists down all the errors along with their line numbers 
on the screen. Once all the errors are removed, the output is generated. 

  

3. Define System Software. Name its three categories. 
Ans. System Software is a set of programs designed to control the computer resources (hardware and software). It 

acts as an interface between the computer hardware and application software. It has three categories. These 
are: 

 (a) Operating System  (b) Language Processors (c) Utility Software 
  

4. Differentiate between Machine Language and Assembly Language. 
Ans.  Machine Language is the basic language in which the programs are written in the form of binary digits (0 and 

1). Since the programs written in machine language are directly understood by the computer. Whereas in 
Assembly Language, the operations in the programs written in the form of short words called Mnemonics. The 
program written in assembly language cannot be directly executed by a computer. It needs assembler that 
translates assembly language into machine language. 

  

5. What is an Open Source Software? What are its advantages? 
Ans. Open Source Software (OSS) is a computer program in which the source code is generally available to the 

public for use and/or modification from its original design free of charge. 
Its advantages are: 

  No licensing and maintenance fees. 

  Availability of free online help with the software. 

  Availability of the source code with the software which can be customized by the user. 
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